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Laurentina Ondina Cizza
Permanent Address 
10102 Cedar Lane








(301) 493-8374  (Home)
Kensington, MD  20895








(301) 661-3672
(Cell)
cizza1@umbc.edu

Objectives:
To gain professional experience by interning at policy institutes, international organizations, or US government agencies in Washington DC, with a focus on international relations and/or the Middle East.


To earn an M.A. in international relations and to pursue a career in public service with the U.S. State Department or an international agency.
Education:

Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies 


Bologna, Italy 2013-2014

International Relations M.A. Candidate




Washington, DC 2014-2015


Academic goal: Pursue Arabic, Masters in International Relations
Critical Language Scholarship Program (Arabic)




Rabat, Morocco 

US Department of State
-funded program



Summer 2012

University of Maryland, Baltimore County       




Baltimore, MD 2008-     
          
B.A. Political Science 






2012


B.A. Modern Language and Linguistics: French 

Minor: International Affairs       





GPA:  3.873
Member of Phi Beta Kappa 






Baltimore Chapter

Université de Nancy II; Nancy, Lorraine, France (Spring 2011)


Direct enrollment study abroad 

· Attended literature and political philosophy courses in French in partial fulfillment of French major requirements.

Student International Training (SIT) World Learning Program; Amman, Jordan (Fall 2010)


Program title: “Jordan: Modernization and Social Change” 

· A three component program: including the modernization seminar treating crucial political, social and economic issues affecting Jordan and the surrounding region, intensive Arabic courses, and an independent field research project on a topic of choice.
Experience:

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the UN




Summer 2013

International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) Secretariat, Intern 


Rome, Italy
· The IPPC is an international plant health agreement that protects global plant resources from the introduction of pests to preserve food security, biodiversity and facilitate trade. Signatories to the Convention agree to share information regarding pests with the Secretariat and the other member countries.  I worked on National Reporting where I cooperated with member countries on their reporting obligations. 
Middle East Institute








Spring 2013 
Research Assistant








Washington DC
· Reported on Washington DC research institutes and university lectures treating Middle Eastern war and peace, development, international relations, political and energy issues on Dr. Serwer’s blog www.peacefare.net 
· Experience with html coding, operated Dada mail mailing system.   
Middle East Institute








Fall 2012

Publications Intern




 


    Washington DC




· Edited peer-reviewed articles appearing in the Middle East Journal (MEJ) 
· Analyzed open-source news articles and authored summaries of events in Egypt, Syria, Libya, Lebanon, Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia published in the “Country Chronologies” of the MEJ.
· Annotated twenty recently published books to be included in the MEJ’s “Recent Publications” section. 
· Edited and uploaded content for the Middle East Institute’s website: http://www.mei.edu
US State Department Intern







Summer 2010

 Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs US consulate




 Florence, Italy  
· Served both in the Political/ Economic cone and in the American Citizens Services Section (ACSS).  

· Worked on Emergency passports and Certificates of Birth Abroad, received American citizens who came into ACSS.

· Obtained an understanding of the role of Foreign Service Officers in the Political and Consular sections.

· Obtained US Department of State Security Clearance
Research







Fall 2010-Spring 2012 










Amman, Jordan/ Baltimore, USA

Conducted field research on Jordanian youth’s perceptions of nationality and citizenship across Jordanian- Palestinian and Trans-Jordanian identities.  The field research consisted of subject interviews and circa 200 surveys distributed on two Jordanian university campuses.  This data served as the basis for my political science Honors Thesis titled: “Jordanian Youth’s Perceptions of Nationality and Citizenship: A Look at Jordanian-Palestinian and Trans-Jordanian Identities.”

Special Skills


Fluent in Italian, English, French, high-intermediate Arabic, intermediate Spanish; extensive travel through Europe, Morocco, Jordan, Colombia.
Honors/Awards/Achievements 
Magna Cum Laude Graduate 

UMBC Chapter Phi Beta Kappa Member

UMBC Sondheim Public Affairs Scholar 

· The Sondheim Public Affairs scholarship is a program that combines service learning, local, state and national internships, opportunities for original research and mentoring to develop effective leaders in government, non-profits, corporations, and the community.
2012 Critical Language Scholarship (CLS) Recipient for Arabic (Rabat, Morocco)

· Critical Language Scholarship (CLS) institutes provide fully-funded, group-based intensive language instruction and structured cultural enrichment experiences for seven to ten weeks for U.S. citizen undergraduate, Master ’s and Ph.D. students. The CLS Program is part of a U.S. government effort to expand dramatically the number of Americans studying and mastering critical need foreign languages.

UMBC Undergraduate Research Award recipient (URA)
· URAs provide up to $1,500 to undergraduate to students to support their research or creative work.  Students are then required to present their work at Undergraduate Research and Creative Achievement Day (URCAD).
UMBC Political Science Department 2012 Outstanding Scholar

· Award given to one or two seniors every year who demonstrate outstanding academic performance in the department

UMBC Blaustein Public Affairs Scholar – Academic merit Scholarship

UMBC Honors College Member
· The Honors College at UMBC offers talented students an intensive approach to learning within the broader university.  Students in the Honors College follow a rigorous inter-disciplinary curriculum aimed at thoroughly developing critical thinking and ethical judgment skills.  

