
 

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action Parameters Contentious Points 

Reducing Breakout Time 

Natanz will be the only uranium enrichment facility for 
the next 10 years. Enrichment levels will not exceed 
3.67% -- insufficient for a bomb, but useful for civilian 
purposes. The number of centrifuges will be reduced 
by ⅔ to 5,060, as well as the stockpile of low-enriched 
uranium from 10,000 to 3,000 kg.  

How exactly will Iran reduce its uranium 
stockpile? Will it ship it to another country or 
reduce it through some mechanism 
domestically? 

The Arak and Fordow nuclear facilities will be 
converted into research sites for 10 years.  

What are the restrictions on the scope of 
research and whether these restrictions will 
remain after 10 years? 

Redesigned Arak reactor that will not produce 
weapons-grade plutonium.   

What will the details of the remodeling be and 
what will be the level of reduction in plutonium 
production? 

Byproducts of fission from the Arak reactor will be 
shipped out.  

How will this be verified? 

Iran has committed to not pursue reprocessing 
indefinitely and to not conduct reprocessing R&D. 

What does indefinitely mean? Does this mean 
for the duration of the deal? 

After 10 years, Iran will be bound by a long-term 
enrichment and R&D for enrichment program shared 
with the P5+1. 

Most of the restrictions on Iran’s nuclear 
enrichment program are lifted after 10-15 
years.  Iran’s breakout time beyond this point 
will be contingent on the details of this long-
term program, which have not been 
announced.  

Eliminating Sneakout Possibility 

Suspected breaches in the agreement by Iran will lead 
to sanctions snapback.  

What is the time frame and mechanism for the 
snapback sanctions? How will the P5+1 
members prevent any of the UN Security 
Council’s permanent members from vetoing a 
snapback of UN Security Council  sanctions?  

Architecture of US Sanctions will be maintained for 
much of the duration of the deal to allow for snapback 
sanctions. 

What does “much of the duration of the deal” 
mean and why not the entire duration? 

The IAEA will have regular access to all of Iran’s 
nuclear facilities and the supply chain that supports 
Iran’s nuclear program. 

Given the resistance within the Iranian 
leadership to international inspection, how will 
the IAEA and P5+1 enforce regular access? 
How frequently will “regular access” take 
place? 

UN Security Council Resolutions regarding Iran’s 
Nuclear Program will be voided and replaced with a 
new Security Council Resolution that will endorse the 
JCPOA, and keep core provisions from previous 
Resolutions that deal with transfers of sensitive 
technologies and activities.  

Given that previous Resolutions called on Iran 
to cease enrichment entirely and to not build 
heavy water reactors, what “core provisions” 
are going to be retained in this new 
resolution? 
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