September 22, 2015

His Excellency Mr. Ban Ki-moon

The Honorable President Barack Obama
United Nations Headquarters

New York, NY 10017

Dear President Obama and Mr. Secretary-General:

It is with great concern the undersigned write to draw your attention to continued
grave human rights violations occurring in Egypt and specifically the case of
Ahmed Maher, Founder of April 6 Movement, a name you both are familiar with,
as you have personally called for his release. We ask that you raise his case,
and other comparable cases, with President el-Sisi when you meet with him at
the United Nations.

Ahmed Mabher is the co-founder of the April 6 Movement and Nobel Peace Prize
nominee who pioneered the protest movement that eventually led to Egypt’s
rebellion against the Mubarak dictatorship. Opposed to military and Islamic rule,
he stands for democracy and human rights, goals he and the April 6 Movement
believe can be achieved by non-violent means. While lauded as a beacon of
hope by world leaders after the ousting of Mubarak, Ahmed considers one of his
proudest moments to be taking the stage at the U.N. Human Rights Day in 2012
and being introduced by you, Mr. Secretary General. Celebrated by leaders
around the world for what his movement achieved, he has now been in prison for
22 months, in solitary confinement for violating Egypt’s anti-protest law (Law 107
of 2013).

The case of Maher and his co-defendants - Ahmed Douma and Mohamed Adel —
in which they received a three years prison sentence in December 2013 is
indicative of the politicization of the judiciary and a wider campaign to crack down
on peaceful political opposition to the regime. The injustice committed upon them
has not gone unnoticed. President Obama, you have called for Ahmed’s release.
So has the US State Department, The United Nations, Amnesty International,
Human Rights First and the European Union amongst many, and along with
many leading Egyptian human rights organizations.

For many of us, Ahmed is not just a symbol of the January 25, 2011 uprising and
its aspirations; he is also our friend. We have continued to let him know he is
neither forgotten nor alone during his imprisonment of the last 22 months. We
know the long lasting effect that friendship can have.

We hope you will join us in sending a strong signal of friendship to someone you
have previously recognized as a sterling example of commitment to nonviolence,
human rights and democracy.



The Egyptian justice system (including the military justice system) has proven
over the last year that it makes short shrift of due process and flouts the rule of
law while disregarding the rights of the accused, in this case Ahmed Maher.
Egypt is not only in violation of international human rights standards but of
specific provisions of the UN International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR).

By ICCPR standards Egypt has violated the following with respect to Maher
alone: ICCPR Articles 7,9,10,14,19,21 and Article 16 of the UN Convention
against Torture. He has been subjected to torture, inhumane and degrading
treatment, his right to a fair trial violated along with his security and freedom. His
crime? He exercised his right to peaceful assembly guaranteed by Article 21 of
the ICCPR. Maher’s treatment also violates the provisions of the 2014 Egyptian
Constitution and the Egyptian Code of Criminal Procedure.

While this letter focuses mainly on one person, we are also concerned for many
others. Currently there are over 41,000 people arrested since June 30, 2013,
according to Egyptian human rights groups. Hundreds have been forcibly
disappeared (including minors). Many of these civilians are now appearing for the
first time on trial in Military Courts. More than 17 journalists are imprisoned in
Egypt in connection with their work, ranking Egypt as the world’s fourth biggest
prison for media personnel (after China, Eritrea and Iran), according to Reporters
Without Borders. Hundreds of charity NGO’s have been closed, human rights
organizations and activists are threatened with lawsuits, and meaningful avenues
of peaceful dissent are criminalized, most recently with the President's adoption
of a new law on counter-terrorism (Law 94 of 2015). Human Rights lawyers and
activists who have attempted to speak out against the regime are arrested or
banned from traveling, their passports confiscated. The targeting of non-violent
activists is part of a pattern and policy that continues today. Amr Ali the General
Coordinator of April 6" was arrested by State Security this week and detained
without a lawyer present for 15 days in Tora Prison.

Repression of human rights and violations of the rule of law will not result in
positive outcomes for security. On the contrary, governments that have
managed to preserve the integrity of their legal systems are the ones who hold
the high moral ground and ultimately prevail against extremism and violence.

Ahmed Maher, Mohamed Adel and others silenced by the anti-protest law are
eligible for release. President el-Sisi can issue the necessary pardons. We ask
that you stand by your values and take up their cases with the President. In the
absence of quashing the case, both Ahmed Maher and Mohamed Adel could be
released in early 2016 if the 2/3 rule for good behavior were to be applied.
Ahmed Douma (along with 229 other defendants) was sentenced to life in prison
for the clashes that occurred at the Cabinet during the 2011 uprising. Maher and
Adel’s release should be without further restrictions. We implore you to stand by



the values we espouse to hold in taking action on behalf of Ahmed Maher and
Mohamed Adel.

Maher, Douma, Adel and many others like them languish in prison when they
deserve to be free. We will not allow them to be forgotten, their voices silenced or
their dream of the very freedoms that we value to be relegated to the past. We

urge you to join us in pressing for their release.

Respectfully,

Professor Noam Chomsky, Boston
Emeritus Professor of Linguistics, MIT

Daniel Serwer, DC
Scholar, Middle East Institute
Professor, SAIS

Mohamed Soltan, Falls Church
Virginia, Egyptian-American Activist

Father Vittorio Lanari, Rome
Diocesis of Rome

Larry Diamond, Stanford University
Senior Fellow, Hoover Institution and
Freeman Spogli Institute

Paola Pizzo, Rome
Professor History of Islamic Countries
University of Chieti-Pescara, Italy

Marju Lauristin MEP, Estonia, Co-
Chair of Group of the Progressive
Alliance of Socialists and Democrats,
European Parliament

Fateh Azzam, Beirut
Dir Asfari Institute for Civil Society
American University, Lebanon

Nabeel Rajab, Bahrain
President, Bahrain Center for Human
Rights

Michelle McElroy, Los Angeles
Activist, Ahmed Maher’s Friend

Professor M. Cherif Bassiouni, Il
Emeritus Professor of Law, DePaul

Dr. Franziska Brantner, Berlin
Parliament Member, German
Bundestag

Marietje Schaake, Brussels
Member European Parliament
Foreign Affairs, Trade, Technology

Stephen Mclnerney, DC
Executive Directory
Project on Middle East Democracy

Ana Gomes, MEP, Portugal,
Progressive Alliance of Socialists &
Democrats in European Parliament

Rami Naakhla, Syria
Yale World Fellow, Yale University

Brad, Lisa and Hopper Rowe, LA
Activists, Ahmed Maher’s Friend

Barbara Spinelli, MEP, Italy
European United Left - Nordic Green
Left, European Parliament

Holt McCallany, New York
Actor, Ahmed Maher’s Friend

Omid Nouripour, Berlin
Spokesman for Foreign Policy, Green
Party, German Bundestag



Pablo Iglesias Turrion, MEP, Spain
European United Left - Nordic Green
Left, European Parliament

Mohamed Sameh, Luxembourg
Mediterranean affairs specialist and
Ahmed Maher’s friend

Robert Becker, lowa
Founder Tanzeen Group
Convicted Egypt NGO Trial

Joe Weidenholzer, MEP, Austria,
Progressive Alliance of Socialists and
Democrats, European Parliament

James L. Gelvin, University of
California, Los Angeles

Curzio Maltese, MEP, Italy
L'Altra Europa con Tsipras

Frederica Mancinelli, Rome
Referent for the Community of
Sant’Egidio

Scott Mednick, Los Angeles
Motion Picture Producer

Richard Howitt, MEP, Labour Party,
Progressive Alliance of Socialists and
Democrats, European Parliament

Dr. Ramesh Srinivasan, LA
Director UC Center for Global Digital
Cultures, UCLA

Nessa Childers, MEP, Ireland,
Progressive Alliance of Socialists and
Democrats, European Parliament

Anneliese Dodds, MEP, Labour Party,
Progressive Alliance of Socialists and
Democrats, European Parliament

Bev Stohl, Boston
Assistant to Prof. Noam Chomsky

Laura B. Gimby, Boston
Clinical Nurse Specialist

Dylan Banas, Los Angeles
Photographer, Ahmed Maher’s Friend

Asli U. Bali, LA
Professor of Law, UCLA

Fadi Al-Qadi, Jordan
Human Rights Expert MENA

Andrés Perelld, Spain
Former MEP Spanish Socialist Group

John Pollock, London
Writer

Marie-Christine Vergiat, France
European United Left/Nordic Green
Left,

Daniel R. Swift
Associate
M. Cherif Bassiouni, LLC

Carol L. Campbell, Los Angeles
Registered Nurse

Cain Angelle, Los Angeles
Producer

Mahmood Monshipouri, PhD
Professor, San Francisco State
University

Elham Manea, Yemen
Academic /Human Rights Defender

Dimitrios Papadimoulis Vice-President
of the European Parliament MEP
SYRIZA- GUE/NGL



Paul-Emile Dupret, France
Lawyer, European Parliament

Linda Alkalash, Jordan
Tamkeen for Support and Assistance

Miguel Mateos Muinoz, Spain,
Supporter Democracy in Egypt

Radia Almutawakel, Yemen
Mwatana Org for Human Rights

Carlo Tedeschi, Chieti-Pescara, ltaly
University "Gabriele D'Annunzio”

Abdulrasheed Alfaqgih, Yemen
Mwatana Org for Human Rights

Susan Slyomovics

Professor of Anthropology and Near
Eastern Languages and Cultures,
UCLA

Brando Benifei, MEP, ltaly,
Progressive Alliance of Socialists and
Democrats, European Parliament

Fadel Abdul Ghany, Syria
Syrian Network for Human Rights

Jeffrey Fleishman, Los Angeles
Writer

Cheryl Haines, San Francisco
ED, For-Site Foundation

Stefania Mascetti, Rome
Journalist

Ahmed Mandour, Arab Emirates
Human Rights Defender

Jerome Lew, Los Angeles
Friend of Ahmed Maher

Tania Gonzalez Pefas, Spain
MEP Nordic Green Left

Elmar Brok, MEP, Germany,
Christlich Demokratische Union
Deutschlands

Mark Andrew Le Vine, Irvine
Professor of History, UC, Irvine

Julie Ward, UK,
Labour Party,Progressive Alliance of
Socialists & Democrats

Katie Peterson, Los Angeles
Ahmed Maher’s Friend

Daniela Rampa, IBL Bank, Italy

Cole Bockenfeld, DC
Deputy Director for Policy
Project on Middle East Democracy

Michelynn Woodard, Los Angeles
Philanthropist, Ahmed Maher’s Friend

Stefan Eck, MEP, Germany,
European United Left — Nordic Green
Left, European Parliament

Christina Renee Gregory, PG Dip
International Law UK

Beth Baron, Professor of History,
City University of New York

Josh Ruebner, Policy Director, US
End the Israeli Occupation

Lisa Lagerstrom, Seattle
Ahmed Maher’s Friend

Stefano Trinchese, Italy
Professor of Contemporary History



Andrea Trentini, Italy
Librarian “Lincei” National Academy

Martha Haight, Los Angeles
Producer, Ahmed Maher’s Friend

Anwar Alrasheed, Kuwait
Human Rights Defender

Annette Van Duren, Los Angeles
Agent, Ahmed Maher’s Friend

Cannon Mapp, NYC
Songwriter

Leila Benassi, Rome
Socio-Cultural Assistant

Noam Dromi, Los Angeles
Producer, Friend of Ahmed Maher

Antonella de Palma, Rome
Public Officer

Letizia Maria Quintas, Rome
Teacher

Salah Anwar, NY
Filmmaker, Egyptian activist, Ahmed
Maher’s friend

Ali Aldailami, Yemen
Human Rights Defender

Laura Zacchi, Rome
Public Officer, Italy

Lisa Hajjar, US,
University of California, Santa Barbara

Saverio Sturm, Rome
Architect, Italy

Julie Hughes, DC
Democratic Activist

Barry K. Brown, Los Angeles
Captain USAR, Ret.

Eddie Jack, Los Angeles
Ahmed Maher’s Friend

Frederico Di Leo, Rome
National Institute of Statistics (ISTAT)

James Bradbury, Virginia
Student, Stanford University

David Marr, San Francisco
Creative Director, Marrvelous Films

Juta Geurtsen, Boise
Executive Director

Ken Hendrickson, Los Angeles
Ahmed Maher’s Friend

Giulia Aurigemma, Rome
Full Professor, History of Art

Carmine Catenacci
Professor, Universita G. d’ Annunzio

Marina Ottaway,
Fellow, Woodrow Wilson Center

Alessandro Luciani, Italy
Tourist guide

Barry K. Grossman, US,
International Lawyer/ Justice
Advocate

Caterina Gianzi, Rome
Retired Teacher

Daniela Raffaele, Italy
National Institute of Statistics

Elizabeth F. Thompson, Virginia
Professor, University of Virginia



Michael Gasper, LA
History Department, Occidental
College

Vivienne Matties-Boon, Netherlands
Assistant Professor, University of
Amsterdam, Netherlands

Kouhyar Goudarzi, Iran
Human Rights Defender, Journalist
and Blogger



